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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to amendment filed on 02/28/2007. 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of species II directed to claims 1-7, 10-14, and 17 in 
the reply filed on 02/28/2007 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6, and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nishimura (U.S. Patent No. 6,778,217). 

Regarding claim 1, Nishimura teaches a display (i.e., LCD 5, fig. 4) for use in 
controlling the execution of a functional device (camera 1), said display (5) comprising; 

an electronic control system (i.e., system control section) housed in association with said 
display (5), said electronic control system including a switch platform (6) mounted to detect a 
touching about a periphery of said display (figs. 7-9) and to provide a plurality of discrete output 
signals each indicative of a portion (9) of said periphery at which said touching is detected (col. 
2, line 60 to col. 3, line 39). 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, Nishimura teaches display is a flat panel display (i.e. LCD) 
(col. 2, lines 65-67). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 4, Nishimura teaches an optical imaging device wherein said 
optical imaging device includes an optical system configured to project an image onto a light 
sensitive media (col. 4, lines 20-45). 

Regarding claim 6, Nishimura teaches display is mounted on said switch platform, said 
switch platform, which, in turn, is mounted on an enclosure, wherein said enclosure encompasses 
at least a portion of said functional device, and said switch platform including pressure sensitive 
switches positioned to detect pressure applied proximate respective corners of said display (col. 
3, lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 10, Nishimura teaches display is a rectangular shaped liquid crystal 
display device (col. 2, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Nishimura teaches electronic control system is configured to cause 
said display to display a value of a control parameter and to detect an operation of said switch 
platform to change said value (col. 3, line 51 to col. 4, line 7). 

Regarding claim 12, Nishimura teaches electronic control system is configured to allow a 
user to selectively position a cursor or said display (col. 3, line 51 to col. 4, line 7). 

Regarding claim 13, Nishimura teaches a camera (1) comprising: 

an optical system (inherent in the video camera) configured to project an image onto an 
imaging platform (col. 2, lines 60-64); 

a controller (i.e., system control section of the camera) configured to control an 
operation of said optical system; 

a display (5) operable to provide a visual display of parameter values used in conjunction 
with said optical system; and 
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a switch platform (6) configured to provide control signals to said controller for selecting 
said parameter values, said switch platform mounted to detect a touching about a periphery of 
said display (figs. 7-9) and operational for providing a plurality of discrete output signals to said 
controller, each indicative of a portion (9) of said periphery at which said touching is detected 
(col. 2, line 60 to col. 3, line 39). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishimura (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,778,217) in view of Anderson (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,210). 

Regarding claim 7, Nishimura differs from claim 7 in that he does not specifically teach a 
pressure sensitive switch positioned to detect pressure applied to a central portion of the display. 

Anderson teaches a pressure sensitive switch (920, fig. 9D) positioned to detect pressure 
applied to a central portion of the display (col. 12, lines 35-45). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
pressure sensitive switch as taught by Anderson in the system of Nishimura in order to avoid a 
clutter on border area. 

7. Claims 5 and 1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nishimura (U.S. Patent No. 6,778,217) in view of Anderson (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,210) and 
further in view of Hyodo (U.S. Patent No. 6,919,927). 



Application/Control Number: 09/765, 1 72 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2629 

Regarding claim 17, the combination Nishimura and Anderson teaches display is 
configured to increase and decrease a value associated with a displayed one of said parameters in 
response to activations of top and bottom portions (9) of said switch platform (6) (col. 4, lines 1- 
7 of Nishimura); 

a selecting a value in response to a touching of a central portion of flat panel display (col. 
12, lines 35-45 of Anderson). 

The combination of Nishimura and Anderson differs from claim 17 in that it does not 
specifically teach sequentially display a plurality of parameters in response to respective 
activations of left and right portions of said switch platform. 

Hyodo teaches sequentially display a plurality of parameters in response to respective 
activations of left and right portions of said switch platform (col. 3, lines 43-57). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the displaying a plurality of parameters as taught by Hyodo in the system of the 
combination of Nishimura and Anderson in order to use switches easily at the left and right 
portions. 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Nishimura, Anderson, and Hyodo teaches said 
switch platform comprises pressure sensitive switches mounted in proximity to respective edges 
of said display (col. 3, lines 43-57 of Hyodo) and configured so that touching at a corner (14) 
operates a corresponding one of said switches and touching at a midpoint (21/22) of one of said 
edges operates a corresponding pair of said switches (col. 3, lines 43-57 of Hyodo). 
8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 10-14, and 17 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Nguyen 
5/25/07 




RICHARD HJERPE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY OB^ ?R00 



